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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Commissioner: 

Prior to examination of the above -identified patent application please amend the 
application as follows: 

In the Specification: 

Please delete the paragraph on page 1, beginning at line 7 and replace it with the 
following paragraph: 

This patent application is adivisional application ofU.S. Patent ApplicationNo. 09/049,376, 
filed on March 27, 1998, which is a continuation-in-part patent application of International Patent 
Application No. PCT/US97/17404 that was filed on September 26, 1 997, which claimed priority of 
U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 60/026,819 that was filed on September 27, 1996. 



Post Office Box 7068 
Pasadena, CA 91109-7068 
August 7, 2001 



In the Claims: 

Please cancel claims 1-37. 
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REMARKS 

Attached hereto is a marked- up version of the changes made to the specification and 
claims by the current amendment. The attached page is captioned " Version with markings 
to show changes made ." 

Respectfully submitted, 



CHRISTIE, PARKER & HALE, LLP 



By 




Grant T. Langton 
Reg. No. 39,739 
626/795-9900 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 

Please delete the paragraph on page 1, beginning at line 7 and replace it with the 
following paragraph: 

This patent application is adivisional application of U.S. Patent Application No. 09/049.378. 
filed on Ma rch 27. 1998. which is a continuation-in-part patent application of International Patent 
Application No. PCT/US97/1 7404 that was filed on September 26, 1 997, which claimed priority of 
U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 60/026,819 that was filed on September 27, 1996. 
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